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EDITORIAL

It is an awe-inspiring spectacle where millions 
of devotees come together, united by their 
shared belief and devotion.
Rooted in Hindu mythology, the Maha Kum-
bh Mela finds its origin in the age-old story of 
the Samudra Manthan, or the churning of the 
ocean, in search of the nectar of immortality. 
According to the legend, a few drops of this 
sacred nectar fell at four places Prayagraj, Ha-
ridwar, Ujjain, and Nashik, making these loca-
tions sanctified grounds for the Kumbh Mela. 
Held every 12 years, the Maha Kumbh Mela at 
Prayagraj is considered the most significant of 
all.
What makes the Kumbh Mela truly remark-
able is its sheer scale. It is the world’s largest 
congregation of humanity, where millions of 
people from across the globe come together. 
Pilgrims from different walks of life Ascetics, 
Saints, Sadhus, Sadhvis, Kalpvasis, and ordi-
nary devotees gather at the confluence of the 
Ganga, Yamuna, and the mythical Saraswati 
rivers. They arrive to take a holy dip in the sa-
cred waters, which is believed to cleanse their 
sins and bring spiritual enlightenment.
The sight of countless saffron-clad Sadhus, 
chanting prayers, and meditating along the 
riverbanks is mesmerizing. The energy of the 
Mela is palpable, as the air is filled with the 
sound of devotional hymns, the aroma of in-
cense, and the hum of spiritual discussions. 
The Kumbh Mela is not merely a gathering; it 

is an expression of collective faith, where peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds come together 
in harmony.
The scale and organization of the event are as 
incredible as its spiritual significance. Tempo-
rary cities are set up to accommodate millions 
of pilgrims, with well-planned arrangements 
for sanitation, medical facilities, security, and 
transportation. Despite the challenges posed 
by such a massive gathering, the Kumbh Mela 
showcases India’s ability to manage and cele-
brate diversity on an unparalleled scale.
For the pilgrims, the Kumbh Mela is more than 
just a religious ritual. It is an opportunity for 
introspection, spiritual growth, and a chance 
to connect with their cultural roots. For the 
world, it is a testament to the power of faith 
and the resilience of humanity.
As we approach the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025, 
the anticipation and excitement are palpable. 
Prayagraj is readying itself to welcome mil-
lions of visitors with open arms, offering them 
a chance to witness and be a part of this di-
vine gathering. The Kumbh Mela is not just 
an event; it is a living tradition, a celebration 
of devotion, and a shining example of unity 
amidst diversity.

Purushottam Diwaker
Editor  

The sacred city of Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh is preparing to host one of the 
world’s largest public gatherings in January 2025 the Maha Kumbh Mela. 
Known as the festival of the sacred pitcher, the Kumbh Mela is not just a re-
ligious event; it is a grand celebration of faith, culture, and unity that tran-
scends boundaries. 
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Tribe 
And
Technique

Photo By: Shruti Jain

Women showcasing resilience and 
tradition as they carry bundles in 
their colorful attire.



A farmer in Dungarpur using 
a traditional method to ex-
tract fresh sugarcane juice. Photo By: Shruti Jain 



When we think of the word 
“tribe,” we often picture com-
munities living deep in for-
ests, disconnected from the 
modern world, with little ac-
cess to education and depen-
dent on odd jobs for 
survival. However, 
the tribes of Dun-
garpur in southern 
Rajasthan break this 
stereotype in every 
possible way.
Dungarpur, a beau-
tiful district known 
for its hilly, forested 
terrain, is drained by 
the serene Mahi Riv-
er. This picturesque 
region is home to 
various tribal com-
munities, including 
the Meena tribe, Bhil 
tribe, and Sarpota 
tribe, among others. 
While agriculture 

remains the principal occu-
pation here, these tribes have 
evolved with time, adapting 
to modernisation without 
losing their deep-rooted tra-
ditions. 

The tribes of Dungarpur are known for their resilience and 
hard work. They are determined to provide a better life for 
their families and a brighter future for their children. One 
of the most remarkable changes observed in recent years is 
their growing emphasis on education. Children from these 
tribal areas are attending schools and colleges, taking advan-

tage of the opportuni-
ties available to them. 
They have come to un-
derstand the transfor-
mative power of educa-
tion, and this awareness 
is slowly changing the 
face of their villages. 
While capturing the 
essence of tribal life in 
Dungarpur, one thing 
stands out: the bal-
ance these communi-
ties maintain between 
embracing moderni-
sation and preserving 
their herculture but 
also their pride in their 
identity.
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Modernisation has also brought greater aware-
ness among these communities about their rights, 
health, and livelihood opportunities. Technolo-
gy has played a significant role in bridging the 
gap between their traditional way of life and the 
modern world. Smartphones and other gadgets 
have become part of their daily lives, connect-
ing them to the world beyond their villages. Yet, 
even as they adopt these changes, their cultural 
festivals, traditional practices, and community 
spirit remain as strong as ever.
Dungarpur’s natural beauty, combined with the 
evolving life of its tribal communities, paints 
a picture of hope and progress. The hilly land-
scapes, lush forests, and the Mahi River provide 
the perfect backdrop for these stories of trans-
formation. The tribes of Dungarpur are an in-
spiration, showing us how tradition and moder-
nity can coexist harmoniously.
Their journey from rural villages to a more aware 
and empowered existence is a testament to the 
power of education and hard work. It reminds 
us that progress does not mean forgetting our 
roots; instead, it is about carrying them forward 
into a brighter future.
Content By: Kuhelika Das 
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From the classroom to the streets: Tribal children 
joyfully sprinting out of their private school.

Photo By: Purushottam Diwakar



14

Rising Rajasthan 2024: Rising Rajasthan 2024: 
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Rising Rajasthan 2024 has set a bench-
mark for the state’s mission to engage 
the private sector for inclusive and 
sustainable economic and social de-
velopment. Held on December 9th, 
10th, and 11th at the Jaipur Exhibi-
tion and Convention Centre (JECC), 
this grand event brought together 
business leaders, investors, and pol-
icymakers to chart a brighter future 
for Rajasthan and its people.
The event was inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, who 
lauded Rajasthan’s journey of success 
and extended his congratulations to 
the state government for organizing 
such a remarkable initiative. In his ad-
dress, the Prime Minister highlighted 
the importance of collaboration be-
tween the private sector and the state 
for unprecedented development.
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The summit featured the Rajasthan Global Busi-
ness Expo, showcasing the state’s investment po-
tential, innovation, and rich opportunities across 
industries. With a focus on economic growth, em-
ployment generation, and welfare, Rising Rajasthan 
2024 is a testament to the state’s vision of becoming 
a hub of global business and progress.
Content By: Kuhelika Das 
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POLLUTION POINTPOLLUTION POINT
Kalindi Kunj, Noida-Delhi border engulfed with thick layer of smog during 
Chath celebration.

Photo By: Vidushi Mehrotra



elhi, once known for its vibrant festi-
vals and cultural heritage, has become 
increasingly synonymous.DD

with a different kind of 
spectacle – a choking 
haze of pollution that 
casts a pall over celebra-
tions. This toxic blanket, 
a result of a confluence 
of factors, including ve-
hicular emissions, in-
dustrial activities, and 
the burning of agricul-
tural waste, has trans-
formed festivals from 
joyous occasions into 
health hazards.This en-
vironmental degrada-
tion not only tarnishes 
the city’s aesthetic ap-

peal but also threatens 
its cultural identity.  The 
situation is further exac-
erbated by the fact that 
many festivals in Delhi 
coincide with the winter 
months when pollution 
levels are naturally high. 
The combination of fes-
tive activities, including 
bonfires and fireworks, 
with pre-existing pol-
lution creates a perfect 
storm, leaving residents 
gasping for breath and 
grappling with a range 
of health problems.     

People enjoying burst-
ing of crackers ignoring 
the consequences

Photo By: Vidushi Mehrotra



The government has taken 
some steps to address this 
issue, such as implement-
ing stricter emission norms 
for vehicles and promot-
ing the use of public trans-
port. However, these mea-
sures have not been enough 
to stem the tide of pollution. 
There is a need for a compre-
hensive and multi-pronged 
approach that involves strict-
er enforcement of pollu-
tion control laws, promoting 
cleaner fuels, and encour-
aging sustainable practices.     
Delhi’s pollution crisis has 
cast a long shadow over its 
festivals, transforming them 
from joyous occasions into 
health hazards. The city’s lead-
ers must take decisive action 
to address this issue and en-
sure that future generations 
can enjoy the city’s festivals 
without compromising their 
health. 
Content By: Vidushi Mehrotra

People preparing for the final 
arghya during Chath in zero 
visibility due to pollution.

Photo By: Vidushi Mehrotra



Dungarpur: The Cleanest 
City in Rajasthan.

Photo By: Shruti Jain  



A local vendor stands as 
a symbol of Dungarpur’s 
vibrant community and 
clean surroundings.

Nestled in the southern part of Rajasthan, 
Dungarpur is a hidden gem that captivates 
anyone who visits it. Known as the cleanest 
city in Rajasthan, Dungarpur shines not only 
for its cleanliness but also for its rich heritage, 
culture, and warm-hearted people. With its 
lush green surroundings, serene lakes, and 
stunning architecture, Dungarpur offers a 
glimpse of Rajasthan that is both refreshing 
and unique.
Geographically, Dungarpur lies amidst the 
rolling hills of the Aravalli range, surrounded 
by forests and watered by the gentle flow of 
the Mahi River. This picturesque city is dot-
ted with historical landmarks, including ma-
jestic palaces, ancient temples, and beautifully 
carved structures that reflect the glorious past 
of the region. The natural beauty of Dungar-
pur adds to its charm, making it a peaceful 
retreat for visitors.
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The people of Dungarpur are 
known for their simplicity 
and hospitality. The majority 
of the population belongs to 
tribal communities, includ-
ing the Bhils and Meenas, 
who have preserved their tra-
ditions and culture over the 
years. While embracing mo-
dernity, the people of Dung-
arpur remain deeply rooted 
in their heritage, celebrating 
festivals and wearing tradi-
tional attire that adds color 
and vibrancy to their lives.
What sets Dungarpur apart 
is its commitment to clean-
liness. The city has taken re-
markable steps to maintain its 
environment, with well-or-
ganized waste management 
systems, clean streets, and 
active participation from its 
residents. The people here 
take pride in keeping their 

city clean and green, under-
standing the importance of 
hygiene and environmental 
conservation. It is this col-
lective effort that has earned 
Dungarpur the title of the 
cleanest city in Rajasthan.
Beyond its cleanliness, Dun-
garpur offers a harmonious 
blend of history and moder-
nity. The city has a growing 
emphasis on education and 
development, with schools, 
colleges, and modern facili-
ties gradually transforming 
the lives of its residents. At 
the same time, the timeless 
charm of its culture and tra-
ditions remains intact, mak-
ing it a place where the past 
and present coexist beauti-
fully.
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Dungarpur is not just a city; 
it is an experience of seren-
ity, pride, and progress. As 
you walk through its clean 
streets, explore its histori-
cal treasures, and meet its 
kind-hearted people, you 
cannot help but admire the 
spirit of this remarkable 

city. 
Dungarpur truly stands as 
an example of how a com-
munity can come together 
to create a city that is not 
only beautiful but also in-
spiring.
Content By: Kuhelika Das

The ongoing cleanliness efforts in Dungar-
pur, showcasing the city’s commitment to 
maintaining its charm and cultural heritage 
while embracing modernization.

Photo By: Shruti Jain 



Jaipur Photojournalism Jaipur Photojournalism 
Seminar 2024: Seminar 2024: 
A Celebration of Visual 
Storytelling 
Content By: Kuhelika Das

On November 19, 2024, Jaipur wit-
nessed a remarkable gathering of 
passionate minds at the Rajasthan 
International Centre for the 10th 
edition of the Jaipur Photojour-
nalism Seminar. Organized by the 
Imagine Photojournalist Society, 
this seminar brought together dis-
tinguished personalities and aspir-
ing photojournalists from across 
the nation to explore the essence of 
photojournalism in today’s world.
The seminar was graced by Profes-
sor Ina Shastri, Vice Chancellor of 
Banasthali Vidyapith, as the Chief 
Guest. She addressed the gathering 
with inspiring words, motivating 
students to embrace photojour-

nalism’s power to bring stories to 
life. Esteemed speakers included 
Ravi Dubey, a multi-talented ac-
tor, poet, and producer; Rohit Par-
ihar, Deputy Editor at India Today; 
Neeru Yadav, known as the Hockey 
Sarpanch; Ayodhya Prasad Gaur, 
General Manager Corporate Com-
munication, Cairn & Gas; Sanjay 
Awasthi, Head of Office at IOM - 
UN Migration; Anshuman Shastri, 
Director, Centre of Artificial Intel-
ligence, Banasthali Vidyapith; and 
Hemjit Maloo, Director of Veena 
Music and Purushottam Diwakar 
International photojournalist and 
Documentary photographer.



This year’s theme, The Lens Pilot, highlighted the guiding 
role of photojournalists in visual storytelling. It emphasized 
their responsibility to navigate real-world stories through 
the lens, capturing moments that resonate with truth and 
impact.
The seminar featured three engaging panel discussions, 
each addressing critical aspects of photojournalism. The 
first, Importance of Pictures in News, saw Rohit Parihar 
and Purushottam Diwakar delve into the power of images 
in storytelling. They discussed how a single photograph can 
capture emotions, reveal truths, and amplify the impact of 
news stories.
In the second discussion, Importance of Photojournalism 
in NGOs, Neeru Yadav and Sanjay Awasthi shared their in-
sights on how photojournalism has played a pivotal role 
in showcasing development projects in villages. They high-
lighted inspiring success stories where photographs brought 
attention to grassroots efforts, motivating others to replicate 
these successes globally.
The third panel discussion, Responsibility of Photojour-
nalists and Media Houses, saw Ayodhya Prasad Gaur and 
Hemjit Maloo address the ethical dimensions of the pro-
fession. They emphasized the importance of integrity, sen-
sitivity, and accuracy in capturing images that inform and 
influence society without sensationalism.
36



They stressed how media 
houses must uphold the dig-
nity of subjects while pre-
senting impactful visual nar-
ratives.
Adding a personal touch, 
veteran International pho-
tojournalist Purushot-
tam Diwakar showcased 
an awe-inspiring collection 
of photographs. Through 
his presentation, he distin-
guished real, hardcore photo-
journalism from other forms 
of photography, emphasizing 
the mindset and preparation 
required to excel in challeng-

ing on-field environments.
The Jaipur Photojournalism 
Seminar 2024 successfully 
bridged generations of pho-
tojournalists, creating a plat-
form for learning, collab-
oration, and inspiration. It 
highlighted the unmatched 
power of photojournalism to 
tell stories, evoke emotions, 
and drive change in soci-
ety. The event concluded on 
a hopeful note, encouraging 
budding photojournalists to 
embrace their craft with pas-
sion, ethics, and a commit-
ment to truth.
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FOOD, FIRE FOOD, FIRE 
& FOG& FOG

Photo By: Diksha Banga 



As winter approaches Jaipur, the city embraces the chilly mornings and 
mist-covered landscapes with a charm unique to the season. The streets 
come alive with small seasonal businesses that thrive during this time. The 
aroma of freshly roasted moongfali fills the air, while stalls selling gajak 
and rewri attract people looking to savour these winter delights. These 
seasonal ventures bring life and warmth to Jaipur’s winter markets.
The city’s woollen markets also bustle with activity as people shop for 
cozy sweaters, shawls, and blankets to keep the cold at bay. Street corners 
often have groups of people sitting around small fires, sharing stories and 
laughter as they warm themselves.
Foggy mornings add a magical touch to Jaipur, with a light mist envelop-
ing the city’s pink architecture. Winter in Jaipur is not just about the cold; 
it is a season of togetherness, tradition, and thriving local 
businesses.

Content By: Kuhelika Das
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BaMk jsfxLrku yík[kBaMk jsfxLrku yík[k: : 
,d vuks[kh nqfu;k,d vuks[kh nqfu;k
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yík[k] ftls “BaMk jsfxLrku “ 
dgk tkrk gS] Hkkjr ds mÙkjh 
Hkkx esa fLFkr ,d vn~Hkqr vkSj 
vf}rh; {ks= gSA fgeky; dh 
xksn esa clk ;g {ks= viuh 
çk—frd lqanjrk] cQZ ls <ds 
igkM+ksa vkSj ‘kkar okrkoj.k ds 
fy, tkuk tkrk gSA ysfdu ;g 
[kwclwjrh vius lkFk dbZ pqukS-
fr;ka Hkh ykrh gSA
yík[k dk ekSle bls ,d BaMh 
e#LFkyh cukrk gSA ;gka lfnZ;-
ka dkQh yach vkSj dBksj gksrh 
gSa] tgka rkieku &30 fMxzh ls-
fYl;l rd fxj ldrk gSA 
xfeZ;ksa esa Hkh ekSle BaMk vkSj 
lq[kn jgrk gSA ckfj’k csgn 
de gksrh gS] blfy, ;g {ks= 
‘kq”d jgrk gSA cQZckjh vkSj rst 
gok,a ;gka ds yksxksa dh ftanxh 
dks vkSj eqf’dy cukrh gSaA
yík[k esa jgus okys yksx csgn 

lk/kkj.k vkSj esgurh gksrs gSaA 
;gka eq[; :i ls yík[kh] frC-
crh vkSj vU; tutkrh; le-
qnk; jgrs gSaA ;s yksx viuh 
ikjaifjd os’kHkw”kk] jhfr&fjokt 
vkSj R;ksgkjksa dks vkt Hkh lgst-
dj j[krs gSaA yík[k ds yksx 
eq[; :i ls [ksrh] i’kqikyu vkSj 
NksVs O;kikj ij fuHkZj 
jgrs gSaA dqN {ks=ksa esa vc 
i;ZVu Hkh vk; dk eq[; 
lk/ku cu x;k gSA;g-
ka ds yksx BaMh tyok;q 
vkSj lhfer lalk/kuksa ds 
chp dbZ pqukSfr;ksa dk 
lkeuk djrs gSaA BaM ds 
dkj.k [ksrh dk le; 
cgqr NksVk gksrk gS] vkSj 
ty lzksr vDlj tes 
jgrs gSaA 
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cQZckjh ds dkj.k dbZ ckj xkaoksa dk laidZ 

ckgjh nqfu;k ls dV tkrk gSA fpfdRlk 

lqfo/kk,a vkSj vU; vko’;d lsok,a Hkh lh-

fer gSaA

fQj Hkh] yík[k ds yksxksa dh fgEer vkSj 

/kS;Z dkfcys rkjhQ gSA os vius ikjaifjd 

Kku vkSj i;kZoj.k ds lkFk larqyu cuk-

dj thou thrs gSaA mudh ljyrk vkSj 

leqnk; dh Hkkouk gj fdlh dks çsfjr 

djrh gSA

yík[k ,d ,slk LFkku gS] tgka ç—fr dk 

vn~Hkqr :i vkSj thou dh dfBukb;ka 

lkFk&lkFk pyrh gSaA ;gka dk thou gesa 

fl[kkrk gS fd dSls dBksj ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa 

Hkh [kq’k vkSj larq”V jgk tk ldrk gSA 

;g BaMk jsfxLrku vius ‘kkar lkSan;Z vkSj 

lknxh ls gj fdlh ds fny esa cl tkrh 

gSA
Content By : Leela Diwakar



An antique railway guard light and wartime ammunition, crafted by Jodh-
pur Railway Workshop, stand as silent witnesses to India’s rail and military 
legacy from World Wars I & II, to Indo-China and Indo-Pak conflicts. Photo By: Purushottam Diwakar 



Vande Bharat bullet train sleeper 
seat prototype, redefining comfort 
and speed in Indian rail travel, set 
to revolutionize journeys in 2025.

Photo By: Purushottam Diwakar 




